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Architect Liza Morales Crespo balances aesthetic intent with an
environmentalist’s outlook in creating a serene urban cocoon.

Entrance (facing page) A wall of
greens serves as a privacy screen
and revitalizes the air. It also gives
the entryway a sense of approach
and anticipation before revealing
the house interiors. (This page)
The homeowner decorated the
house herself and followed the
architect’s lead, adding minimal
ornaments and choosing modern
furnishings in neutral colors. The
painting is by Angelito Antonio
and is a gift from the mother of the
lady of the house. ➤

Production and story by Devi de Veyra Photography by Toto Labrador
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he client simply wanted a house that
would stand the test of time. Armed
with an architecture and urban planning
degree from Columbia University and
certification from the Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED) program,
Liza Morales Crespo broadened the mandate
and created a classic structure for this home
in Quezon City that bears the hallmarks of
sustainable design. Here, Liza shares a few tips on
reducing one’s ecological footprint when it comes
to planning one’s home.

For me, minimalism is not just a design
aesthetic but also a commitment to going
green. I’m a big fan of Japanese architects Kenzo
Tange, Tadao Ando, and Shigeru Ban. They have
distinct architectural styles but there is something so pure in their designs. Not much
embellishment or unnecessary ornamentation is required. That is something I aspire
for when I create sustainable buildings and homes. The less materials used, the less
carbon footprint—thus, the better it is for the environment.
Orientation is critical for tropical architecture. We only have two seasons to
deal with—wet and dry—as opposed to the northern hemisphere where they need the
heat during the winter and keep things cold during the summer. We can use that to
our advantage. In this , we use one kind of intervention, usually cooling, that applies
throughout the whole year. We also incorporated louvers on the façade for additional
shading in the south and western exposures. These will eventually lower the cooling
load for the house as it minimizes heat infiltration.
The green wall in the foyer acts as a privacy screen so there is that sense of
anticipation before the grand reveal. It also filters the air and blocks the afternoon
sun, cooling the space around it.
Light-colored materials help mitigate the urban heat island effect. Everything
we used [for the house] is pretty much lighter in color—from the wood and stone to
the paint and roof. Dark colors absorb more heat and raise the surrounding area’s
temperature levels, which is one of the causes of the urban heat island effect. We were
also careful with detailing the eaves to ensure that the heat trapped within the ceiling
cavity has a means of being vented out.
For a structure to be sustainable, we must review the life cycle cost. It is
not enough to consider the initial building costs such as the materials to be used; it
is also necessary to study the structure’s impact on the environment over its entire
life. For example, air quality poses not just health issues for the occupants of a house,
but also creates a maintenance concern for the façade. Light-colored walls would
require repainting over time due to the soot and dust, so we used materials that can
be maintained with regular cleaning, such as non-porous stones.
For the outdoor areas, we used permeable pavers and they were lightly colored
as well for less heat absorption. The pavers are porous, and they were laid out
with small gaps in between to allow for rainwater to be absorbed, thus replenishing
ground water. This is also important since the pavers lessen surface run-offs, easing
the burden on the municipal or village storm water system.
Architect (inset) Liza Crespo is the design director of her architecture company, Liza Crespo
Ecotecture (lizacrespo.com). She also distributes eco-friendly products through Philippine Geogreen
(philgeogreen.com), a company she runs with her husband, Robert Crespo.
Living area (facing page) Much of the materials was sourced locally, such as the bamboo and stone
floorings. Low-slung furniture keep the mood laid-back, while touches of color provide accent. The
yellow “Bloom” chair is by Kenneth Cobonpue. The metal sculpture atop a side table is by Arturo Luz
while the trio of dancing girls was a gift from the homeowner’s mother. ➤
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“Orientation is critical for tropical
architecture. We only have to deal with
two seasons—wet and dry. We can use
that to our advantage.”
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“For me, minimalism
is not just a design
aesthetic but also
a commitment to
going green.”

Dining room Paintings by Arturo Luz
hang on the wall. Kenneth Cobonpue’s
“Little People” chandelier brings a
playful touch. The table and chairs
were made by the homeowner’s father,
a carpentry hobbyist. ➤
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TV room The trio of
little girls is a recurring
theme all around the
house and alludes
to the homeowners’
three daughters;
the paintings are by
Jomar Delubio. The
colorful gecko was
purchased during
a trip to Barcelona.
The “Wassily” chair

by Marcel Breuer is
another article from the
homeowner’s mother,
a piece that’s been with
the family since she was
a young girl.
Stairway (facing page)
The framed piece
is a tablecloth from
Marimekko. The stairs
lead to the private
quarters. ➤

“The less materials used, the less
carbon footprint—thus, the better
it is for the environment.”
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Hallway (facing page) Blinds shield
the house from the heat of the sun
while a Big Ass ceiling fan helps
circulate air.
Daughter’s bedroom The
homeowners decided to give their
three daughters free reign in
decorating their rooms, revealing
their different personal styles. The
bed was also made by the daughter’s
grandfather. ■

“It is not enough to consider the initial
building costs; it is also necessary to
study the structure’s impact on the
environment over its entire life.”
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